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Judge approves 
fraud charges 
after DA declines 


Couple uses state law to bypass 
prosecutor, petition circuit court 


BRUCE VIELMETTI 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


A Mequon couple who accused their luxury 
home builder of fraud and theft thought they 
were helping when they brought more evidence 
to the prosecutor about how they say the contrac- 
tor used their money. 

Ozaukee County District Attorney Adam Ge- 
rol dismissed the complaint he had filed, with 
plans to refile upgraded charges. But months 
passed and, after consulting with the state De- 
partment of Justice, Gerol decided not to pursue 
charges at all against Timothy Rigsby of Dela- 
field. 

That didn’t stop James and Michelle Friedman. 
Last summer, they directly petitioned the circuit 
court, under a little-used state law meant to pro- 
vide a check on a prosecutor’s discretion. 

Circuit Judge Joseph Voiland heard the argu- 
ment for a case of theft by contractor, fraud and 
false swearing from the couple’s attorney, former 
prosecutor Daniel Vaccaro. Last week, Voiland 
authorized a criminal complaint against Rigsby 
and is expected to appoint a special prosecutor 
for the case. 


How it started 


According to court records, the Friedmans 
bought a lot in anew luxury subdivision near Lake 
Michigan in late 2012. Over most of 2013, they met 
with their architect Lynn Bichler and Rigsby and 
later signed a construction contract with the 
Rigsby Group Inc. in November. Rigsby Group 
was to be paid 10% of the actual cost of labor and 
materials. The total contract was for about $1.25 
million. 

The Friedmans got a construction mortgage 
loan and put more than $120,000 of their own mon- 
ey into escrow, from which Rigsby was to draw to 
pay subcontractors, suppliers, and his fee. They 
say he lied when he certified to the escrow agent 
that every draw went to the proper purposes over 
most of 2014. 


See CHARGES, Page 10A 


The owners of this Mequon home persuaded a judge 
their general contractor should be charged with theft. 
BRUCE VIELMETTI/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


A frame grab from Louis Theroux's "Dark States — Murder In Milwaukee," 


the Milwaukee police and the African-American community. BBC 


BBC documentary 
sparks outrage 


Officials ask how 
news crew had 
up-close access 


ASHLEY LUTHERN 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


An international documentary 
showing gun violence in Milwaukee 
in graphic detail has sparked out- 
rage among some residents and 
prompted an alderman to demand 
answers from the Milwaukee Police 
Department. 

Louis Theroux’s documentary 
“Dark States: Murder in 
Milwaukee” aired on BBC2 and has 
since swept across social media. The 
film crew interviewed residents 
who carry guns for protection and 
went inside the crime-scene tape 
with Milwaukee police detectives 
and officers, showing close-up foot- 
age of two homicide victims and a 
person injured in a crash. 

“It was pretty horrific,” Ald. Kha- 
lif Rainey said Friday. 


Rainey and others interviewed 
acknowledge the city has some 
areas where gun crime — and de- 
spair — are commonplace. Year af- 
ter year, the Milwaukee Homicide 
Review Commission has found 
deadly violence is concentrated in 
tight geographic spaces and dispro- 
portionately affects men of color, 
with firearms involved in more than 
80% of all homicides. 

But they say the documentary is 
distorted and shows none of the on- 
going, community-driven efforts to 
stop those trends — even though the 
same film crew interviewed people 
working for positive change. 

Rainey and others also said they 
were “shocked” at the level of ac- 
cess Milwaukee police gave to the 
cameras. 

“T really need to know what the 
process was,” Rainey said, later add- 
ing: “There’s a need for restoration 
between the Milwaukee Police De- 
partment and residents.” 

Rainey, who represents the 
neighborhood where much of the 
filming took place, sent a letter to Po- 
lice Chief Edward Flynn on Friday, 
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"a documentary examining the relationship between 


asking him to explain how and why 
the film crew had such access. 

He requested Ald. Bob Donovan, 
chairman of the Public Safety and 
Health Committee, take up the issue. 
Donovan, who has not seen the film, 
said the committee will. He said he 
also has questions based on what has 
been described to him. 

“Tve never been allowed access 
behind the yellow tape,” Donovan 
said. “To me, that’s irresponsible be- 
cause then you are ending up con- 
taminating a crime scene. 

“I don’t know what MPD was at- 
tempting to prove by doing that,” he 
said. 

The Milwaukee Police Depart- 
ment signed off on giving the BBC 
access “to shadow the Milwaukee 
Police Metropolitan Investigations 
Unit and other District level offi- 
cers” and allowed the film crew to do 
ride-alongs, according to a police 
spokesman. 

“The stated purpose of the pro- 
ject was to highlight the work of 
MPD investigators and officers in 


See BBC, Page 10A 


JFK files: New details on 
plots; no ‘smoking gun’ 


captured during the 1972 Watergate bur- 


Withheld documents only 
encourage conspiracy 
theories, experts say 


glary. 


RAY LOCKER AND DAVID JACKSON 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The trove of almost 
3,000 newly released files related to the 
Kennedy assassination includes letters 
between an associate of Lee Harvey Os- 
wald and former CIA Director George 
H.W. Bush and a list of persons of inter- 
est in the case that includes Mafia fig- 
ures, Cuban exiles and some of the men 


They represent the connections that 
link the assassination by Oswald of 
President John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 
1963, with a series of Cold War intrigues 
that include the attempts to overthrow or 
kill Cuban dictator Fidel Castro, CIA-led 
assassination plots around the world and 
CIA and FBI spying on American citi- 
zens during the 1960s and 1970s. 

The batch did not contain a “smoking 
gun” — the government still contends 
Oswald acted alone in killing Kennedy — 
but it did contain alleged warnings that 


See JFK, Page 10A 


i - 
President John F. Kennedy and his wife, Jacqueline, are in the back seat of his limousine during 


a Dallas motorcade Nov. 22, 1963, the day Kennedy was assassinated. Gov. John Connally of 


Texas and his wife are on jump seats in front of the president. WARREN COMMISSION VIA AP 
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